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matter only. His next step, under the pseudonym
of "Johannes Climacus", was to define the psycho-
logical basis of belief, and to destroy that philosophical
optimism which had invaded Danish theology in the
train of Hegelianism; this is the theme of Filoso-
fiske Smtiler eller en Smuk Filosofi (Philosophical Bits,
or a Bit of Philosophy, 1844), and—his chief philoso-
phical ^Qt\<.—A/sluttende uvidenskabelig Efterskrift til
de filosofiske Smuler (Conchding Unscientific Postscript
to the Philosophical Bits). His next step was—and
again under a pseudonym, " Anticlimacus"—to
declare war on the Danish Church; this is the main
burden of the two works Sygdommen til Doden (Sickness
unto Death, 1849) and Indiivelse i Christendom (Practice
in Christianity^ 1850). Here, too, he set forth his own
faith in its more positive aspects. Of Christian
charity, of the poetry and sentiment which the Church
has woven round the figure of its Founder, he will
hear nothing. To be a Christian is to be a fighter,
whose hand is against every man's in the holy cause of
God against the world. All Kierkegaard's life was
one long tussle with the powers of orthodoxy, and
possibly he might himself have ended altogether
outside the pale, had he not been bound by strange,
mystic bonds to his dead father. In the end it was
the Galilean that conquered; but the Christianity
in which Kierkegaard died was darkened by renuncia-
tory pessimism. Christianity had become to him a
sinister power exerted by a merciless Deity, a Moloch,
who had at all costs to be appeased.
Kierkegaard's life, like that of the great German,
Lessing, who had the warmest place in his heart,
ended amidst the storms of theological conflict.
His last publications were an attack on Bishop
Martensen—and, with him, on the whole official
hierarchy of the Danish State Church—for daring to
stand up before the world as a witness to the truth;
he passionately denied the right of Martensen to
be regarded as a true representative of apostolic

